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Help is Here! The American Rescue Plan’s  

Impact on Iosco County 
Help is reaching Americans, no thanks to 

Republicans including the seven in      

Michigan that failed to vote for the    

American Rescue Plan.  Americans are 

getting direct financial help. Schools are 

opening, and small businesses are starting 

to see relief.  We are not out of the woods 

yet though, we need everyone to stay 

safe, continue to wear a mask, and get a 

vaccine as soon as you are able.  

 

The Biden-Harris Administration surpassed 

its goal of administering 100 million      

vaccinations in its first 100 days, reaching 

the goal 58 days in and weeks ahead of 

schedule.  President Biden is delivering for 

the American people and continues to 

ramp up vaccine production and            

distribution. 

 

State and local funds under ARPA must be 

used in the following ways including: 

• responding to the COVID-19 public 

health emergency and its negative 

economic consequences, including 

assistance to households, small     

businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to 

impacted industries such as tourism, 

travel, and hospitality; 

• supporting essential workers; 

• providing government services and 

offsetting revenue losses; 

• necessary improvements to water, 

sewer, or broadband infrastructure. 

ARPA requires that these funds must be 

expended by December 31, 2024. 

According to Fred Lewis, Supervisor for 

Plainfield Township, the ARP funding will 

come in two installments.  The first half 

will come in the next 60 to 90 days with 

the remaining half coming in Spring of 

2022.  Plainfield Township has reviewed 

needs that fit under the ARPA use       

guidelines and determined that its sewer 

pump stations need to be upgraded.  The 

first round of funding will be used to    

upgrade the control panels to PLC         

technology and upgrade the pumps to 

more economical VFD units.  The Township 

will reassess its needs after Summer of 

2021, and then determine how best to use 

the second half of the funding next winter. 

 

Michigan Democratic Party 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

American Rescue Plan Act       

Allocations   

Iosco County, Michigan $4,870,000  

Alabaster Township $50,000  

Au Sable Charter Township $20,000  

Baldwin Township $160,000  

Burleigh Township $80,000  

East Tawas City $270,000  

Grant Township $150,000  

Oscoda Charter Township $670,000  

Plainfield Township $370,000  

Reno Township $60,000  

Sherman Township $40,000  

Tawas City $180,000  

Tawas Township $170,000  

Whittemore City $40,000  

Wilber Township $70,000  

Total for Townships/Cities $2,330,000  

Total for Iosco County, Cities & 

Townships: 

$7,200,000  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319/text#HC028912924A04512A1F80BFA0F1C1051
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319/text#HC028912924A04512A1F80BFA0F1C1051


Want to get involved? 

The Environmental Committee will 

continue to work with the Straits of 

Mackinac Alliance to add answers to 

more questions from each commis-

sioner and revise the draft resolution 

for further consideration on April 21.  

Please contact Jim Mortimer if you 

have any questions or would like to 

attend that Commission meeting at 

773-343-8663 or 

j.mortimer@earthlink.net.    
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ICDP Environmental Committee’s Work on Line 5 

Displaced pipeline support in the Straits of Mackinac 

 
 

The ICDP has been working to produce a resolution concerning Line 5 with the Iosco 

County Commission for a few months. Working with the Straits of Mackinac Alliance, we 

have drafted a resolution aimed at protecting Michigan’s economy and jobs, the two is-

sues the commissioners have said are their major concerns.  

 

The draft resolution was considered at the April 7 Iosco County Board of Commission 

(ICBC) “Meeting of the Whole” which began after 11:00 AM.  Three of the commissioners 

were at the county building and two were on Zoom. 

 

An Enbridge representative gave a slide presentation at the regular Commission meeting 

starting at 9:30.  She emphasized the value of Line 5 to the UP and the rest of Michigan, 

and the property taxes they pay to our state.  She encouraged members to look for the 

planned tunnel under the Straits to reduce the risk of a line break there and to appreciate 

safety measures they now take to quickly detect a break and to prevent ships from an-

chor drags that could break the line.   

 

Commissioners had many questions for her; some she will work on and present more in-

formation in writing.  One was concern about the limited funds Enbridge offers to pay for 

the clean up/renovation cost of a spill.  One commissioner suggested that work on the 

plans for a tunnel be suspended until adequate insurance covering a spill’s damage could 

be obtained. 

 

Jim Mortimer, Chair, Environmental Committee 

mailto:j.mortimer@earthlink.net
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106th Congressional District Newsletter            
Collaborative 
 

ICDP is joining with the other county democratic parties that comprise the 

106th Congressional District to collaborate on newsletter development and 

production.  Those counties include Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, and Presque 

Ile.  The group first met in March and plans to meet a few more times to con-

tinue to share ideas.  Currently, Alpena, Cheboygan and Iosco have news-

letters.  Alcona and Presque Ile are planning to produce one soon.  We dis-

cussed sharing newsletter story development in topics where all residents of 

the district need the information.  We also discussed how to support the MDP 

communication key messages. 

 

We also discussed having someone speak to the group to help us message 

about the upcoming redistricting process.  Paul Rincon, a field organizer with 

Voters Not Politicians whose territory covers Iosco, will be speaking at the next 

meeting on the morning of April 14.  

 

VNP is actively engaged in challenging a lawsuit that opposes Michigan’s new 

redistricting process. Tony Daunt is appealing the latest dismissal of his case in 

his ongoing effort to distract VNP from its mission, and the will of the voters, to 

help bring fair maps to Michigan. VNP says that at every stage in this lawsuit, 

the courts have sided with the fair, impartial, and transparent redistricting pro-

cess that Michigan voters overwhelmingly approved in 2018. VNP expects this 

next step to be no different, but it acknowledges that the opposition won’t 

back down from this fight since political insiders and politicians stand the most 

to lose from this new process because they have personally benefited from 

decades of rigged maps.  

 

We look forward to hearing more from VNP so we can share strategies and 

opportunities for volunteering in upcoming newsletters.  

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor & Jim Mortimer, Associate Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For updates on VNP activities, go to: 

https://votersnotpoliticians.com/ 

You Might be a Democrat 
If…. 

 

• You support our troops, police 

and firefighters. 

 

• You support Social Security and 

disability benefits. 

 

• You support public education. 

 

• You support the Second  

Amendment and own a gun. 

 

• You support clean water and air 

initiatives.  

 

• You support affordable health 

care for citizens. 

 

• You support religious freedom 

and are a church member. 

 

Thanks to Alpena County Democratic 

Party for sharing this concept! 
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ICDP Helps Support Emmanuel Mission 
Shelter in Iosco County 

Carole Bleau, Chair of ICDP (right) presents a donation check for $500 to Fr. Tim 

Doubblestein (left) of Emmanuel Mission Emergency Shelter in Oscoda for a new     

refrigerator on Thursday, April 8, 2021.  

Emmanuel Mission Emergency Shelter in 

Oscoda needs several updates. To help 

those struggling in our community, the 

Iosco County Democratic Party presented 

Father Timothy Doubblestein, the director 

of the congregation and the homeless 

mission, a check for $500 toward a      

commercial refrigerator.  

 

The mission is a ten (10) bed shelter hous-

ing people for up to 3 months from 

5:00pm-9:00am. The shelter supplies food, 

laundry facilities, a hot shower, personal 

care items.  It also connects clients with 

the Michigan Department of Health & Hu-

man Services, Michigan Works and the 

Northeastern Michigan Community Ser-

vice Agency (NEMCSA).  Father Tim said, 

“The goal is to help people have   dignity 

and eventually have a positive role in the 

community”.  

 

The mission is also in need of a washing 

machine. In addition, they are hoping to 

raise enough money to fix the roof and 

expand the shelter to include an additional 

shower. Some of the smaller items they 

need are laundry pods, dish soap, paper 

towels, toilet paper and bottled water. 

The shelter depends on volunteers to run 

the shelter. They need volunteers during 

the day to clean, answer phone calls and 

receive donations. They also need some 

direct care volunteers who can help guests 

look for jobs and  permanent housing.  

 

 

Carole Bleau, Chair 

Want to do more for    
Emmanuel Mission   
Shelter? 

The Events & Service Committee of 

the Iosco County Democratic Party 

would like to encourage you to do 

what you can to help the mission by 

donating money, dropping off item 

donations or volunteering your time 

to help the shelter. Checks can be 

made payable to Emmanuel Mission 

Emergency Shelter and sent directly 

to the shelter at 219 W. River Rd, 

Oscoda, MI 48750. You can also call 

989-739-5751 for more information 

or to  volunteer.  



ICDP member reports on local Covid                 
Vaccination Response 
 

ICDP member Chris Zittel has been an integral part of Iosco County’s vaccination   

response.  A retired RN, she responded to the call for retired healthcare professionals 

to volunteer time to help the Department of Health operate Covid-19 vaccination 

clinics.  Chris reports that as of March 25, more than 10,000 vaccination shots have 

been given in Iosco County! She credits DHD2 for their amazing efficiency in putting 

that many people through the process smoothly and with virtually no waiting. 

 

Chris says she loves talking to people in      

screening and hearing how optimistic they are 

that the vaccine is a way to bring Covid to its 

knees. For a health department that covers four 

counties, DHD2 is doing an amazing job.  

 

One moment that stood out to Chris during a 

recent vaccination clinic was a lady who began 

to cry during the screening process.  She had 

contracted Covid last fall and infected her     

partner who subsequently passed away.  She 

said she would never be able to forgive herself 

for his death. She then said that she is so      

grateful that, with the vaccination, she would never be able to hurt anyone else.  It 

was sad to hear but more people need to understand their part in protecting oth-

ers.  The vaccine isn't "all about me" it's about everyone else with whom you interact. 

Thanks, Chris, for your dedication to our community and to halt the spread of the 

virus!        Gloria Brooks, Editor 

Whitmer/MI Legislature Update on Covid-19 
 

• More than half of Michigan’s seniors 65 years of age and older have gotten the 

COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Michigan continues to be a leader in vaccinations making the bold move to open 

up vaccines to more people as a result of the Biden Administration’s announce-

ment about increased supply of vaccines. 

• Governor Whitmer is laser-focused on eradicating COVID-19 once and for all and 

is committed to vaccinating 70% of eligible Michiganders as quickly as possible. 

• Vaccination is our path back to normal life and a strong economy so be sure to 

plan your vaccine! 

Abby Rubley, Michigan Democratic Party 

“The vaccine isn't ‘all about me’ - it's about everyone else with whom you interact” - 
Chris Zimmel 

ICDP is on Social Media! 

Direct links to our pages:  

Facebook 

Public page: 

www.facebook.com/IoscoCountyDems  

Private ICDP Facebook Group:   

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/513749385704570/  

Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/IoscoCountyDems   

Instagram:  

www.instagram.com/ioscocountydems 

On the web: 

www.ioscocountydems.org  

 
Please contact Duane Breijak at     

dbreijak@gmail.com if you have any 

questions or additions to our social 

media presence.  
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Guest Speaker 

March’s guest speaker was 

Perry Roberts of Northville & 

South Branch, MI.  Perry 

identifies himself as a Re-

publican.  Having lived in 

metro-Detroit for more than 

six decades, he now spends 

the majority of the year at 

the vacation home he and 

his wife Connie, a retired 

schoolteacher have owned 

for five years.  Connie can 

trace her Iosco County roots 

back to the mid-1950’s when 

her grandparents purchased 

a log cabin and 40 acres on 

Rollways Road near Jose 

Lake. 
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Learnings from March’s Brew & Stew 

As the Democratic Party in general, and 

us ICDP members specifically, prepare for 

the upcoming elections in 2022 and 2024, 

we are soliciting feedback from voters in 

our community about why they voted for 

the Biden-Harris ticket in 2020.  Perry 

Roberts shared with the ICDP members 

that he changed his vote to support Dem-

ocrats for one primary reason: the former 

president.  Perry said that once the for-

mer president was in office it became 

obvious that he was ‘unhinged’.  The 

character that Joe Biden and Kamala Har-

ris brought to the table was a stark con-

trast. From a holistic perspective, he 

wanted to support candidates that were 

what’s best for the country and that was 

the Democratic ticket. This line of think-

ing is similar to what Cindy McCain, wid-

ow of Senator John McCain, communicat-

ed to the country and specifically to Ari-

zona Republicans during the 2020 cam-

paign.  

 

Perry suggested that the most important 

activity Democrats could now do is to 

compare and contrast data to create a 

strategic path forward.  Carole Bleau, 

ICDP Chair, shared that in the 2020 presi-

dential election, Iosco County had a 38% 

Democratic voter turnout – which was a 

3% increase from the 2016 election.  Jim 

Mortimer, ICDP Campaign Committee 

chair, suggested that we utilize the Voter 

Access Network (VAN) from the MDP.  It 

provides lists of voters for postcard, text 

and phone call outreach activities and is 

comprised of detailed data.  Jim also rec-

ommended we reach out to the director 

of research at the Michigan Democratic 

Party (MDP) who can provide additional 

information about using this resource.  

 

We can glean additional information by 

analyzing what the demographic break-

down on how Iosco County voted – in 

general, more women vote Democrat 

than men.  

 

We also need to develop a strategy for 

Governor Whitmer’s reelection campaign 

in 2022.  It was acknowledged that while 

everyone seems to be kicking Whitmer 

related to the state’s pandemic response, 

the MI Supreme Court took away her 

executive powers back in November. 



Upcoming Brew & Stew 
Topics 

APRIL 15, 2021 

4—5:30 PM 

“ADDRESSING VOTER PROTEC-

TION IN MICHIGAN ELECTIONS” 

Join Erica Peresman, Voter Protec-

tion Director for the Michigan Dem-

ocratic Party, as she reviews the 

proactive steps both the MDP and 

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson 

are taking to assure Michigan 

voters that elections are safe. 
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Tom Davidson shared some perspectives 

on developing strategies and reminded the 

group that in a way we are repeating histo-

ry.  Related to the pandemic, he thinks 

about a third of people in our area won’t 

get vaccinated based on national data and 

past behaviors.  Also, the pandemic simply 

will not go away; it instead will become an 

endemic which some immunologists are 

already communicating to the public.  

Based on history, Tom said that it will take 

2 – 3 years before citizens get comfortable 

in resuming daily habits of congregating in 

public spaces and going out for entertain-

ment and meals. It will cost a lot to create 

the sense of safety. 

 

Another critical factor to consider is that 

data from the last three election cycles 

(2016, 2018 and 2020) found that the sin-

gle biggest identifier between Republicans 

vs. Democrats is population density.  Simp-

ly put, less dense = red; more dense = blue.  

Jamie Brants referenced the 101st district’s 

messaging project that employs videos to 

talk to farmers about how Democrats sup-

port their policies and other tenets of the 

MDP platform.  Jim Mortimer suggested 

we should review the platform and then 

develop communication strategies that 

Democrats could use to continue to en-

gage Republicans, Independents, and Dem-

ocrats for future elections.  

 

Thanks, Perry, for your insights and will-

ingness to continue volunteering with the 

ICDP to retain and engage non-traditional 

voters. 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

Brew & Stew Learnings Continued 

April General Membership Meeting Notes  

 

• MDP’s state central committee will meet Saturday April 10.  MDP members can 

attend.  On a related note, Józef Drozdowski was nominated to serve on the Policy 

& Resolutions committee and as an Officer-at-Large trustee. 

• MDP’s Abby Rubley is sending out weekly talking points for members on hot topics.  

Carole Bleau will send those out to anyone interested.  Also, MDP’s Erica Peresman 

reminded county parties that the county cannot suggest poll workers 

• MDP’s Environmental caucus is asking ICDP to support HB4236 regarding solar ener-

gy by contacting the 5 house democrats who currently don’t support it. 

• At the recent MDP Leadership meeting, it was recommended that county parties 

create a two-year strategic plan. ICDP’s Campaign Committee headed by Jim Morti-

mer will take on this task. 

• ICDP members are urged to check out MDP’s comprehensive webinars at https://

michigandems.com/toolkit/april-mdp-webinar-signup/. 

• Laurie Miles reported that we now have 153 members who have made membership 

donations for 2021 and a total of 350 members on file.   

• Carole Bleau has a new phone number for the public: 989-402-2512. 

• ICDP needs to start thinking of fundraising events.  If you have any ideas, please 

reach out to Carole Bleau or other members of the ICDP Executive Board. 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

Your Feedback is 
Requested!  

Please join the conversation by          

submitting your response to “Why 

Are You a  Democrat?”, “You Might 

Be a Democrat If…” or any other 

topic you’d like to address for  

publication in next month’s news-

letter.  Submissions should be 400 

words or less. Email  Gloria Brooks at 

gloriadbrooks@att.net by the 1st of 

the month. 



Upcoming Meetings &  
Important Dates 

APRIL 

15: Brew & Stew  

4—5:30 pm on Zoom 

 

MAY 

4: Monthly General  

Membership Meeting  

5:30—7 pm on Zoom 

20: Brew & Stew  

4—5:30 pm; location to be 

determined and Zoom 

 

JUNE 

1: Monthly General  

Membership Meeting  

5:30—7 pm on Zoom 

17: Brew & Stew  

4—5:30 pm on Zoom 

 

JULY 

6: Monthly General  

Membership Meeting  

5:30—7 pm on Zoom 

15: Brew & Stew  

4—5:30 pm on Zoom 
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Community Action —     Susan Mayer & Sue Duncan 

The Committee has been active with multiple efforts to contact volunteers and Precinct 

Delegates by email and phone. A number of members have generously offered their 

time. Do you have an hour a month to be a watchdog for democratic values? DON’T 

WAIT UNTIL IT’S TOO LATE! Join us now to attend your township meeting in the following 

communities: 

 

• Alabaster 

• AuSable 

• Baldwin 

• Burleigh 

• East Tawas  

• Reno 

• Sherman 

• Wilber 

• Whittemore 

 

We are also seeking additional attendees for the Iosco County Board of Commissioners. 

 

Thank you to the people attending meetings in Grant, Oscoda, Plainfield Township,    

Tawas Township, and Tawas City.  Giving your time and effort is critical to making   

changes in government for and by the people. Meeting attendees are the first line of 

involvement in the Iosco Dems and Michigan Dems grassroots movement in preparation 

for the 2022 and 2024 elections.  

 

Having members listening and sharing what is going on in meetings means immediate 

support for good ideas and early intervention by the party for potential mischief.  Be a 

part of the EARLY WARNING SYSTEM. We are here to help with contact information, or 

any questions you have.  

 

Feel free to contact us! Sue Duncan 989-791-5471 susanduncan12951@gmail.com or  

Susan Mayer 440-915-6057 susanmayer1109@gmail.com 

 
Not on a Committee Yet? 
 

Now’s the time to get involved in ICDP Committee activities.  Take a look at the ICDP 

Leadership & Committee List on Page 9, and reach out to a Chair or Co-Chair in an area 

you are interested in.  It’s a great way to see the ICDP values in action and contribute to 

our community! 

ICDP Committee Roundup 

mailto:susanduncan12951@gmail.com
http://susanmayer1109@gmail.com/
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Communications —         Cindy Schwedler & Sue Duncan 
We’ve had such success with the Letters to the Editor campaign with op-ed articles written by 

ICDP members that we don’t have room to show them all! Here’s a list of the past month’s 

activities: 

Events & Service—         Monica Peach & Carole Bleau 
Even as we continue to follow COVID-19 precautions such as social distancing, there are glim-

mers of hope for the lessening of the pandemic’s grip on us.  There are many opportunities 

throughout Iosco County to be active and 

involved. Help ICDP make a positive impact 

in our community! Please sign up to partici-

pate in either of these events by emailing 

Carole Bleau at bleausy@gmail.com. 

 

Adopt A Highway: ICDP is initiating an Adopt 

A Highway cleanup project for 2021. We 

have adopted a two-mile stretch on US 23 

from Aulerich to Huron. There will be three 

date in 2021.  The first is Saturday, May 1 , 

from 2:00-4:00 pm.  If we can get 10 people, we could most likely be done in one hour.  Later 

dates will be mid-July and the end of September.   

Adopt A Forest: ICDP is hosting an Adopt-A-Forest event in honor of Earth Day on Saturday, 

April 24 at 2:00. The location is a two track at the corner of Plank and Essex roads. (the sec-

ond Essex from Tawas) near the forestry sign that says on one side, “Do you have defensible 

space” and on the other side, “Think before you light it. “ We will have a dumpster on the 

corner but will need a few pick up trucks to haul the items to the dumpster, which includes a 

toilet, sink, 2 couches, a recliner, mattress, shingles, construction debris, carpets, and many 

other smaller items. We need someone with a pick-up truck to help on this project. 

 

ICDP Leadership 

Please feel free to contact an Executive 

Board member with any ideas, questions or 

information that would help in the work of 

the party. 

ICDP Executive Board Members & Com-

mittee Chairs 

Carole Bleau – Chair; Chair, Bylaws; Co-

Chair, Events & Service Committee 

bleausy@gmail.com 

Józef Drozdowski – Vice Chair 

drozdow@gmail.com 

Laurie Miles – Secretary; Chair, Member 

Recruitment & Retention Committee 

lauriejmiles@yahoo.com 

Tom Davidson – Treasurer 

coffcreek@yahoo.com 

Kathleen Davidson – Trustee 

ekathleen_davidson@yahoo.com 

Jim Mortimer – Trustee; Chair, Campaign 

and Environmental Committees 

j.mortimer@earthlink.net 

Cindy Schwedler – Trustee; Co-Chair, Com-

munications Committee 

ccschwedler@gmail.com 

Sue Duncan—Co-Chair, Communications; 

Community Action Committees 

susanduncan12951@gmail.com  

Susan Mayer—Co-Chair, Community Action 

Committee 

susanmayer1109@gmail.com  

Duane Breijak—Chair, Digital Organizing 

Committee 

dbreijak@gmail.com  

Monica Peach—Co-Chair, Events & Service 

Committee 

mluzpeach@gmail.com 

 

Date Broadcast/published Dems member Subject 

Mon. March 1 Viewpoint, broadcast Gloria Brooks Grief and Loss 

Wed. March 3 Oscoda Press, LTE Józef Drozdowski Legislators withhold  
Federal funding (R) 

  Oscoda Press, LTE Michael Jacot Science of masking 

Wed. March 10 Oscoda Press, Photo 
with caption 

Dems volunteers Vaccination clinics in 
DHD2 

  Oscoda Press, LTE Bernie and Janet 
Schenk 

Airport award 

  Oscoda Press, LTE Richard Douglass Leadership 

Wed. March 17 Facebook Carol Bleau Legislators withhold  
Federal funding (R) 

Mon. March 22 Viewpoint, broadcast Józef Drozdowski Legislators withhold  
Federal funding (R) 

ICDP Committee Roundup Cont’d 
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How Can You Fix It if You Don't Know How It Got 
Broke?  Part 3  - Richard Douglass  
After WWII, when U.S. military personnel 

returned from Europe, they brought with 

them a level of awareness that only comes 

from international travel, exposure to other 

people and other ways of doing things.  Ger-

many's autobahn, for instance, although built 

with forced labor and principally for the pur-

pose of moving military equipment and 

troops very quickly throughout dos Vaterland, 

impressed Americans very much.  Major pop-

ulation bases were slow to reach from any-

where.  An autobahn would speed travel eve-

rywhere.  It would be easier for an ambulance 

to reach hospitals across Michigan if there 

were no small towns, traffic lights, or single 

lane congestion along the route.  

 

Similarly, GIs coming into small towns 

throughout European countries found that 

small clinics and hospitals were ubiquitous.  

Long traditions of medical care availability at 

the local level were nearly universal expecta-

tions. The Americans were impressed. When 

they returned home, one of the clear revela-

tions was that during the Great Depression 

and the War, American hospitals had been 

under-funded, poorly maintained, and had 

become scientifically obsolete.  Medical asso-

ciations, veterans, and especially medical 

personnel who had seen service in Europe 

clamored for change and modernization of 

domestic medical institutions. 

 

None of the Americans were more impressed 

by Europe's hospital availability, and the need 

to modernize medicine, than a Republican 

from Ohio and a Democrat from Alabama. 

Lister Hill from Alabama and Harold Burton 

from Ohio visualized a national investment to 

make American hospital care available to eve-

ryone and serve as evidence of American Ex-

ceptionalism.  It wasn't perfect, but it was 

critical in the evolution of health care services 

to our nation.  In a bipartisan effort, Hill and 

Burton convinced their colleagues to support 

legislation that essentially gave every Con-

gressional District the opportunity to receive 

federal funds for the construction, renova-

tion, expansion, and modernization of hospi-

tals. Not much evidence of need was re-

quired.  Only non-profit hospitals were to be 

eligible, ending the place of most private, for-

profit facilities in the United States.  Many 

privately owned, for profit facilities were re-

organized and incorporated as not-for-profits 

in order to receive Hill-Burton funding. Schu-

mann, in his reference book from 2016, notes 

that “segregationists had to be appeased” to 

generate enough votes for the bill to pass.  

This in effect created law to enable ‘separate 

but equal’ healthcare facilities. 

 

According to Schumann, the influence of the 

Hill-Burton Act cannot be exaggerated.  It 

formed the bedrock of today's institution-

based health care system. Over 40% of coun-

ties in the United States had no hospitals. By 

1975, Hill-Burton had been responsible for 

construction of nearly one-third of U.S. hospi-

tals. By 2000 about 6,800 facilities in 4,000 

communities had in some part been financed 

by the law" (2016). 

 

Hill-Burton funding created obstetrical care, 

in-hospital pharmacies, and maternity ser-

vices, so it became fashionable for babies 

began to be born in hospitals more often than 

at home. Infant mortality plummeted, fewer 

patients died from bacterial infections, includ-

ing pneumonia, and it was looking great.  

None of this was particularly expensive or 

dependent on high technologies, sophisticat-

ed drugs, or exotic procedures.     

 

 

Continued next page 

Guest Columnist Series 

This installment of How Can You Fix 

It...Broke?, “The Accidental 

Healthcare System”,  is the third  of 

five articles that Richard Douglass, 

ICDP member, is writing about the 

lack of access to healthcare in our 

community. 

In my previous article, I explained 

the situation we faced as a nation in 

the 1950's that led to today's 

platform of employer-based health 

insurance.  This month I will explain 

how the consequences of the GI Bill 

of Rights, exposure of U.S. military 

personnel to Europe during WWII, 

and the expectations of Americans 

who became accustomed to Ameri-

can Exceptionalism led to expansion 

of hospital resources and establish-

ing Medicare and Medicaid as the 

fundamental financial building 

blocks of the hospital-based health 

care system we know today.  

 
 



Hospitals hosted nursing schools and most of the nursing 

care was provided by nursing students who were supervised 

by their instructors.  The LPN and RN were credentials that 

usually came from a hospital-based program, not from a 

college or university.  More than 60% of nurses worked as a 

nurse until marriage and pregnancy, so the new students 

filled the ranks of nurses retiring to family life.  Most of the 

young doctors were interns, right out of medical school, and 

seeking to practice in the location of the hospital.    

 

While the Hill-Burton programs 

were financing an enormous expan-

sion of brick-and-mortar facilities, 

another program, the GI Bill of 

Rights, vastly expanded college edu-

cation for veterans.  The explosion 

of higher education led to amazing 

medical and scientific advances, 

better medicine, more effective 

treatments and drugs, previously 

unimaginable technologies, mind 

boggling diagnostics, and much 

better clinical success.  Because of 

the GI Bill, Americans began to expect highly educated ex-

pertise and believe in the near infallibility of modern medi-

cine.  

 

Hill-Burton and the GI Bill offered vast increases and quality 

of supply.  Advances in medicine and a powerful lobby force 

in the name of the American Medical Association (AMA) 

created and cultivated demand. The influence of the AMA 

was significant and pervasive.  It lobbied Congress on behalf 

of the economic well-being of physicians.  Its members sup-

ported political candidates, as recommended by the AMA, 

just as auto workers supported candidates that were en-

dorsed by the UAW.  Beyond a well-heeled trade union, the 

AMA was a force in our cultural definition of who we were.   

 

As this system grew with unprecedented supply and de-

mand, it was also fueled by money as never before.  With 

the creation of private, employer-based health insurance the 

majority of workers and families were provided healthcare 

in America.  Unions were strong in a manufacturing-based 

economy. UAW members have had some of the best health 

insurance coverage in the world since the system fell into 

place in 1953-1954.  Hospitals began to realize income that 

was unthinkable in previous times.  A supply and demand 

cycle took off and offered seemingly unlimited possibilities, 

even stimulating medical care cost inflation.  It was an Amer-

ican Dream. The cost of care was rarely an issue because 

insurance simply paid the bills, as long as you had insurance.  

The expansion of the medical system did not solve the prob-

lem that self-employed, non-union, agricultural, immigrant, 

and minority populations 

were not embraced by em-

ployer-based health insur-

ance.  They were left out 

unless they could pay for 

their own insurance, cre-

ating a clear and significant 

discrimination for access by 

income.  The elderly, who 

had retired prior to 1955, 

also were left out. These 

populations who were left 

out of insured access to care 

came at the same time that 

their medical needs began to dramatically increase.   

 

Most Americans didn't notice, believing that medical science 

could solve any problem.  Life expectancy was growing al-

most as fast as the birth rate. TV shows depicted physicians 

who were handsome, heroic, and paternalistic.  It was a time 

when our expectations suggested that our government and 

our people could do great things.   

 

By 1960, few were concerned about medical bills because 

the "mom & pop" care in most community hospitals didn't 

seem to be very expensive, and insurance covered the costs. 

Federal resources poured into communities who hired local 

union labor to build new and expanding facilities.  Hospital 

staff worked cheap. During this same time, there were some 

observers who were aware of inequities for certain popula-

tions, the economic consequences of medically dependent 

longevity, and the powerful influence on public policy that 

organized medicine was now representing.  Change was 

coming. 

Continued on page 12 11 
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There was a long history of Republicans 

fighting public medical care insurance dating 

back to the original Social Security Act in 

1936. President Franklin Roosevelt had to 

drop it in order to get sufficient Republican 

support to pass the landmark legislation.  

This concession regarding medical insurance 

for all left the issue unaddressed, and it was 

revisited by every Congress between 1937-

1959 with the same outcome and for the 

same reasons.  The 1960 Democratic Party 

Platform, the longest party platform ever 

published to date, included an urgency for 

medical care insurance for those who were 

left out of the employer-based health insur-

ance system (https://

www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/1960-

democratic-party-platform). 

 

The afore-mentioned excluded populations 

from union-led medical insurance were 

offered hope.  President John Kennedy was 

elected and during his short 1000 days in 

office, the GOP refused to allow "socialized 

medicine" to have a chance of passage.  The 

AMA and anti-Communist interests made 

sure to block public health insurance pro-

grams by the federal government. 

 

What changed?  There were undercurrents 

working against the AMA's efforts to protect 

the private business model, and proprietary 

interests, of American medicine.  Longevity 

and keeping chronically ill people alive for 

long and expensive hospitalizations were 

socially desirable, unless you were responsi-

ble for paying the healthcare bill.  Even with 

tax-deductible premiums there could be lim-

its on how frequently premiums could in-

crease without inviting the intervention of 

the federal government. Hospitals and public 

treasuries at the state and local level needed 

to pay for the care for those without insur-

ance.  

 

Most importantly, actuarial analyses began 

to warn the Republicans that the profit mar-

gins in the private health insurance industry 

were slipping away with medical success, 

long-lengths of stay, and with new discover-

ies and medical advances.  Medical effective-

ness was going to get worse for private 

health insurance companies’ financial mar-

gins. Acknowledging that health insurance 

companies were, and remain, significant fi-

nancial supporters of political candidates, the 

question facing political actors who had al-

ways taken their cue from the AMA became: 

"How can we transfer the financial risks to 

the federal government or the state govern-

ments and preserve the private health insur-

ance industry?" 

 

In November 1963, when President Kennedy 

was assassinated, the legislative giant of 

Lyndon Johnson moved into the White 

House.  Public medical insurance for the el-

derly (Medicare) and for the poor (Medicaid) 

were suddenly on the front burner of every 

legislative cook top.  The Democrats moved 

the campaign to the mantra "Do it for Jack". 

Republicans were vexed by pressure from the 

health insurance industry's forecasts of lower 

profits. In 1965, more than 30 years after 

President Roosevelt was forced to cut it, 

Medicare and Medicaid were passed. The 

1965 Medicare program was much like the 

1945 program introduced by President Tru-

man which was then blunted by the Republi-

cans. The private health insurance industry 

was saved because Medicare was written to 

be the "first payer" and paid out most of the 

costs of Medicare recipients, who were often 

retirees with labor union histories. Retirees 

with health insurance based on long-standing 

union contracts paid what little was left.  Hos-

pitals and physicians billed for services under 

a fee-for-service system in which the system 

determined the price of all goods and ser-

vices. Medicare took the heavy load, and the 

health insurance industry kept its margins.  

Richard Douglass 

Next month  

What were these programs supposed to 

accomplish? What happened to their 

ability to fulfill the promises that seemed 

to be realized when they became effec-

tive in 1965? These issues will be       

addressed in next month’s series install-

ment. 

Emergence of Today’s Health Care “System” Continued 
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One of my favorite commercials that 

aired during the big football game in  

February was the one where it rained 

lemons, referring to 2020.  It was a   

lighthearted portrayal of what the past 

12 months have felt like.  Since the     

beginning of the pandemic, we as a    

collective community have shared a   

common thread – experiencing grief.  

Regardless of how and why, there is a 

palpable sense of loss.  This feeling can 

be overwhelming, leaving us immobilized 

and uncertain where our life’s journey 

will lead.  A few weeks we reached a half 

million deaths due to coronavirus.  Last 

month, we marked the one-year         

anniversary of the pandemic declaration 

and the start of stay-at-home orders  

trying to keep our country safe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All these milestones exacerbate this 

point and reminds us of what we’ve lost 

and gained during these twelve months. 

 

The emotional toll during the pandemic 

has been significant.  It’s not only the 

loss of people.  We’ve grieved not seeing 

loved ones during holidays or carrying on 

family traditions.  We’ve grieved the loss 

of shared memories that accompany the 

inability to visit restaurants, concerts, or 

community events.  

 

Trying to stay connected to the world by 

watching news reports can also promote 

feelings of heartbreak and trauma.     

Coverage of current events may trigger 

memories of past losses – for instance, 

someone may relive the loss of their 

spouse when they hear a news report 

about a similar situation.   

 

All of this impacts our physical and     

psychological health.   We all react to 

grief and loss differently, and there are 

many normal reactions. After a loss we 

may find ourselves eating less, sleeping 

more, or feeling disinterested in          

activities.  The key to self-care is          

remembering that as we go through a 

grief journey, we need to be honest with 

ourselves and deal with our emotions.  

If we don’t, we run the risk of repressing 

feelings that can delay the grieving pro-

cess.  

 

There are ways to support grieving  

friends even when we can’t see them in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

person. Beyond a phone or Zoom call, a 

simple card or handwritten note lets the 

person know you are thinking of them. 

One upside to the pandemic has been 

the increased use of telehealth for both 

physical and mental health services.  

Don’t be afraid to reach out for          

emotional support during this time.   

 

Although hard to imagine, we can       

ultimately work through the pain and 

begin healing.  It’s why the ‘making     

lemonade out of lemons’ commercial 

made me smile.  Despite our grief, there 

are glimmers of hope and memories that 

propel us forward.   

 

 

Gloria Brooks 
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The Impact of Grief & Loss in our Everyday Lives 
Grief Support Resources 

During these difficult times, we can find 

comfort by trusting that the person we 

loved would want us to live our lives to 

the fullest in their honor. Even as we 

acknowledge glimmers of hope and 

celebrate a return to routine activities, 

we can’t let our guard down to support 

each other on our life’s journey. 

Hospice of Michigan Virtual Support 
Groups 
https://www.hom.org/virtual-touch/  
https://www.hom.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/03/HOM-Virtual-
Support-Groups-03122021-Web.pdf 
 
AuSable Valley Community Mental 
Health Authority 
https://avcmh.org/ 
 
NAMI 
http://www.nami.org/ 
 
Psychology Today Grief Therapists in 
Iosco County 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/
us/therapists/grief/mi/iosco-county 
 

“The key to self-care is remembering that as we go through a grief journey, we need to be  
honest with ourselves and deal with our emotions”—Gloria Brooks 

https://www.hom.org/virtual-touch/
https://www.hom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/HOM-Virtual-Support-Groups-03122021-Web.pdf
https://www.hom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/HOM-Virtual-Support-Groups-03122021-Web.pdf
https://www.hom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/HOM-Virtual-Support-Groups-03122021-Web.pdf
https://avcmh.org/
http://www.nami.org/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/grief/mi/iosco-county
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/grief/mi/iosco-county
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About Us 

The Iosco County Democratic 

Party is a group of passionate 

Iosco County   Democrats who 

are working together to change 

our country's leadership 

throughout the Michigan legis-

lature and in Washington DC.  

We believe in truth, justice, 

and the American way.  

www.ioscocountydems.org  
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Cindy Schwedler, Sue Duncan and Carole Bleau exemplified our focus to improve the 

Iosco County community through volunteerism at the Department of Health          

Vaccination Clinic at Eagle Pointe Plaza in Hale on March 4.  Since the beginning of 

2021, five of our ICDP members have volunteered at nearly two dozen vaccination 

clinics.  Cindy Schwedler, co-chair of the Communications  committee, said “We want 

(the ICDP) to be known in the community for all the right reasons.  We help make 

Iosco County a better place.” We couldn’t agree more, Cindy! 
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ICDP Members Active in our Community 

ICDP has a limited number of yard signs 

supporting Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.  

They are similar to election signs, with a 

metal wire for installing in the ground.  

ICDP is asking for a minimum donation of 

$10 or more. People in support of Gover-

nor Whitmer can contact Carole Bleau for 

more information at 

ioscocountydems@gmail.com or  

989-402-2512. 

Support Governor Whitmer! 

mailto:ioscocountydems@gmail.com

