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Redistricting Commission Seeks  Michiganders’ 
Input 

Michiganders voted in 2018 to 

end gerrymandering and take 

back control of the mapping 

process away from politicians. 

Now Michigan residents are 

having their say about drawing 

election district boundaries 

that are fair and reasonable. 

The Michigan Independent 

Citizens Redistricting Commission (MICRC), a bipartisan group of 13 Michigan citizens, is 

hosting public hearings across the state to help people learn about the new process. 

MICRC’s mission is to lead Michigan's redistricting process to assure Michigan's Congres-

sional, State Senate, and State House district lines are drawn fairly in a citizen-led, trans-

parent process, meeting Constitutional mandates.  

 

Every Michigan resident can participate in the process either 

in person, online or by phone. You can sign up to make      

comments at the hearings and even submit your own maps. 

The closest public hearings to Iosco County have already been 

held in Midland, Gaylord, and Flint during the month of May.  

Carole Bleau, ICDP Chair, virtually attended the Gaylord     

hearing on May 20.   

 

To stay up to date on MICRC’s activities, follow them on social media and spread the 

word by sharing MICRC posts and invite MICRC commissioners to speak at events. Sub-

mit comments and maps, or check the schedule for remaining statewide public hear-

ings, online at www.Michigan.gov/MICRC, or call 833.YOU.DRAW (833.968.3729). 

 

June’s in-person Brew & Stew event will focus on the redistricting update from ICDP 

chair Carole Bleau who is closely following the redistricting activities in her role as coun-

ty chair.  It will also feature Cindy Schwedler, Communications Committee co-chair.  See 

additional information on page 5. 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 



2 

HAA authors GOP voter suppression bills  
 

A video was recently leaked to the public in which Jennifer Anderson, a former Trump 

administration official and now Executive Director of Heritage Action for America (HAA), 

announced a $24 million plan to pass anti-voter bills in states including Michigan.  

She specifically mentioned Michigan as one of Heritage Action’s targets for their voter 

suppression efforts. This is a reminder that we need to make sure our voices are heard 

and urge legislators to vote “no” on the bills that are currently in review in Michigan.  

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

June is Pride Month 
 

Gay pride or LGBT pride is the promotion of 

the self-affirmation, dignity, equality, and in-

creased visibility of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender (LGBT) people as a social group 

(Wikipedia). According to an email from Gov. 

Gretchen Whitmer, June 2021 is the 52nd an-

niversary of the Stonewall Uprising in New 

York City. This event is widely credited as the 

catalyst for the modern LGBTQ+ Civil Rights 

Movement championed by civil rights activ-

ists Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, two 

trans women of color. 

 

Michigan has been at the forefront of advancing civil rights for LGBTQ+ people beginning with 

the nation’s first non-discrimination ordinance passed in 1972 in East Lansing. One of Gov. 

Whitmer’s first acts as Governor in 2019 was signing an executive directive to strengthen pro-

hibitions against LGBTQ+ discrimination in state employment, contracting and provision of 

services. In March 2021, she joined lawmakers in Michigan calling on the Legislature to pass a 

bill expanding Michigan’s civil rights law to add sexual orientation, gender identity or expres-

sion. 

 

The Beacon is interested in reflections from our members regarding June Pride month for 

publication in next month’s edition.  These reflections could be about experiences as a LGBTQ 

person, or a LGBTQ family member or friend that deserves to be recognized for facing down 

discrimination.  These articles can be anonymous. Please consider sharing your perspective by 

submitting an article to The Beacon by July 1, 2021.  

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

LGBTQ Resources 

To learn more about the LGBTQ  

movement and the drive for equal 

rights, visit the following resources: 

https://www.them.us/ 

http://www.michiganpride.org/ 

https://www.rd.com/article/when-is-

pride-month/ 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/01/

health/pride-month-2021-trnd/

index.html 

 

“We’re working with these state legislators to ...draft the bills; in some cases we actually draft them for them, or 
we have a sentinel on our behalf give them the model legislation so it has that grassroots, from ‘the bottom up’ 

type vibe.” - Jennifer Anderson 

https://www.them.us/
http://www.michiganpride.org/
https://www.rd.com/article/when-is-pride-month/
https://www.rd.com/article/when-is-pride-month/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/01/health/pride-month-2021-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/01/health/pride-month-2021-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/01/health/pride-month-2021-trnd/index.html


Rep. Dan Kildee Supports the American         
Families Plan 
 
Rep. Dan Kildee recently sent an email commu-

nication to supporters reminding us that COVID-

19 created a health and economic crisis for 

many Michigan families. Rep. Kildee said that 

even before the pandemic, too many families 

were working hard but struggling to get ahead. 

He shared his experiences in talking with many 

workers who were working full-time but still 

living paycheck to paycheck, unable to afford 

basic necessities like food, housing and child 

care.   

 

Rep. Kildee states that he strongly believes that 

the Michigan economy needs to work for every-

one—not just those at the top. He said, “If you 

work a full-time job and play by the rules, you shouldn’t live in poverty.” That is why 

he is excited about the American Families Plan as proposed by the Biden administra-

tion. During a recent joint address to Congress, President Joe Biden outlined efforts to 

give kids and families greater economic security and opportunity, including invest-

ments in: 

• Child Care: the American Families Plan would provide direct support to families 

to ensure that low- and middle-income families spend no more than 7% of their in-

come on child care, and that the child care they access is of high-quality. 

• Paid Family & Medical Leave: the American Families Plan would create a national 

comprehensive paid family and medical leave program. America is one of the only 

countries in the world that doesn’t guarantee paid leave. 

• Education: the American Families Plan would invest in free universal pre-school 

for all 3- and 4-year-olds, as well as two years of free community college so that eve-

ryone has the ability to obtain a degree or apprenticeship certificate. 

Let Rep. Kildee know you support the AFP by contacting him at his local Flint office at 

810-238-8627 or emailing him at https://dankildee.house.gov/contact, 

 

 

River Queen Fall Fundraiser is a Go! 
 

The Events & Service Committee is excited to announce that Saturday, September 

25th is confirmed for the Au Sable River Queen event at 1775 W. River Road in Os-

coda.  From 4 – 6 pm, the event will feature dinner and a boat ride for $30/ticket. 

Please contact Carole Bleau or Monica Peach, E/S Committee Co-Chairs, to reserve 

your tickets (contact information on page 11), 

ICDP is on Social Media! 

Direct links to our pages:  

Facebook 

Public page: 

www.facebook.com/IoscoCountyDems  

Private ICDP Facebook Group:   

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/513749385704570/  

Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/IoscoCountyDems   

Instagram:  

www.instagram.com/ioscocountydems 

On the web: 

www.ioscocountydems.org  

 
Please contact Duane Breijak at     

dbreijak@gmail.com if you have any 

questions or additions to our social 

media presence.  

3 3 



Guest Speaker 

Bob Kennedy was the 2016 

Democratic Party Candidate 

for the 106th State House 

District, which includes Alcona, 

Alpena, eastern portions of 

Cheboygan, and Iosco coun-

ties. Bob is a lifelong resident 

of the region. He attended 

college in Alpena and served 

six years in the Army National 

Guard. Kennedy taught for 

Oscoda Area Public Schools for 

38 years.  
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Learnings from May’s Brew & Stew 

About 15 ICDP members and guests were 

thrilled to be outside and in person for 

the May 20th Brew & Stew at the Sand 

Lake Bar in National City.  Carole Bleau, 

ICDP chair, and Jim Mortimer, Campaign 

& Conservation Committees Chair, intro-

duced Bob Kennedy to the crowd alt-

hough he is well-known to the 106th dis-

trict residents.   

  

Bob presented “Can We Three-Peat in 

2022?”, a dialogue about what Demo-

crats need to accomplish during the run 

up to the 2022 and 2024 elections.  Bob 

says the Democrats have to deliver now 

that we won the 2020 election.  For com-

parison, in the 2016 presidential election 

Hillary Clinton lost by only 10,704 votes in 

Michigan – that’s about two votes per 

precinct across the state.  That scenario 

became a motivator for Democrats to 

improve turn out the vote activities in 

2020. 

 

Bob pointed out that when HRC lost in 

2016, no Democrats started a “big lie” 

campaign as was done against President 

Biden after the 2020 election. While Jill 

Stein requested a recount, it was then 

determined that 59 Detroit precincts 

couldn’t be recounted so one was not 

undertaken.  In 2018, the Dems had 

strong gubernatorial candidates. Gov. 

Gretchen Whitmer won so did the three 

ballot initiatives.  In 2020, with bipartisan 

support, the Cares Act passed with Covid 

relief for millions of Americans.  

 

Bob recounted how he couldn’t sleep the 

night of the 2020 election; and when he 

realized Elizabeth Welch won a seat in the 

Michigan Supreme Court, he thought 

Biden had a chance to win.  This time, the 

presidential margin was 150,000 votes 15 

times more votes than the 2016 election.  

Despite this clear win, Republicans con-

tinue with the big lie that the election 

was stolen. 

 

Since Biden’s been in office, there has 

been a lot of initiatives happening to help 

the working poor and those who need 

help, in contrast to the 2017 tax loop-

holes that the former administration en-

dorsed.  The Cares Act is $2.1 trillion, and 

despite the overwhelming need, no Re-

publicans voted for the American Relief 

Plan a few months ago. Now it’s more 

complicated to pass remaining bills with a 

60% margin required.  The Dems must 

have wins to set the stage for Gretchen 

Whitmer and Jocelyn Benson in 2022 and 

a Biden second term in 2024. 

 

It’s important to note that polls show 60-

70% of Americans support these bills: 

• For The People Act: HR1 voting rights 

bill that expands voting rights; limits 

dark money also limits gerrymander-

ing; expands federal ethics laws 

• American Jobs Plan: $2 trillion over 8 

years; is the reason Pres. Biden re-

cently visited the Dearborn Ford 

truck plant. Includes jobs and infra-

structure support 

• The THRIVES act: focused on work-

ers’ rights; includes the “Green New 

Deal”; unionizing; infrastructure for 

broadband; electric charging stations 

• American Family Act: provides sup-

port for childcare and family services 

In Michigan, Republicans are withholding 

Cares Act funds in a fight with the Gover-

nor. In addition, they are pushing the vot-

er suppression bills.  

Continued on next page 
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Upcoming Event 

THURSDAY JUNE 17, 2021 

NEW TIME 

5—7 PM 

 

SPEAKERS:  

CAROLE BLEAU &  

CINDY SCHWEDLER 

 

COUNTY REDISTRICTING UPDATE 

Hear the latest about the state’s 

work on redistricting and the po-

tential impact to Iosco County 

 

Sand Lake Sports Bar 

3949 Saginaw Street 

National City MI 

 

 

May Brew & Stew Continued 

Bob noted that the language was or-

chestrated by the national Republican 

party (see story on page 2 for more 

information). Some examples of the 39 

bills are: 

• Clerks can’t have a permanent 

absentee voters list; voters have to 

apply for each election and send a 

color copy of their photo ID 

• At noon on the day after the elec-

tion, clerks would have to stop 

counting votes 

• If one member of the county board 

of canvassers doesn’t show up to 

certify votes they won’t be count-

ed 

• Can’t use drop boxes 

 

The strategy at the State level is making 

the passage of the federal voting rights 

bill harder. Democrats are brainstorm-

ing what can be done to get past fili-

buster in the Senate.  Some sugges-

tions include: 

• Modify to return to requiring peo-

ple in person speaking on topic 

and listening the chamber 

• Get Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and 

Washington DC into statehood; 

that would mean six (6) more 

Democratic representatives. 

 

Bob recognized ICDP Campaign Com-

mittee chair Jim Mortimer for his per-

severance with getting the Iosco Coun-

ty Board of Commissioners to have 

ongoing discussions regarding Line 5.  

Bob encouraged others to consider 

running for elected office, and Carole 

Bleau announced she’s planning to run 

for Grant Township Supervisor in the 

next election. Bob also commented 

that the 106th District collaborative 

committee finds it hard to keep up with 

the ICDP and our activities.  He ap-

plauds our new efforts to revitalize the 

local party and outreach activities since 

the 2016 election.  

 

Thanks, Bob, for sharing your wisdom 

and insight about the political land-

scape here in Iosco County, the 106th 

district, Michigan, and the country as 

a whole.  There’s a lot we can learn 

from your dedication and persever-

ance as well! 

 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

Labor Union Connections 
 

ICDP is interested in strengthening our relationship with labor unions.  We understand we 

have many Teachers Union  members in our ranks.  If you are interested in writing an arti-

cle from the union perspective, please submit to The Beacon by the 1st of the month.  
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How Can You Fix It if You Don't Know How It Got 
Broke? Part 4—Richard Douglass 
 

From “Mom & Pop” to Industrial Scale: When John Kennedy took office, the profile of 

healthcare looked vastly different than today.  The designers of legislation that lead to 

Medicare lived in a "Mom & Pop" world compared to the complex and wealthy medical 

institutions that define medical care in 2021.  The passage of the Medicare Law as part of 

the Social Security Act Amendments in 1965 became the force behind today's health 

care system. Without this legislation, our medical care system would be unrecognizable 

and disorganized.   

 

When I was 19 years old, I worked as an orderly on the night shift in a suburban hospital 

in Harvey, Illinois in the industrial core of Cook County.  I remember the summer of 1965 

vividly, especially the difference between what was going on in the hospital in June com-

pared to July.  Medicare and Medicaid went 'online' in July. The hospital in which I 

worked was informed by the powerful Democratic Party Cook County to anticipate pas-

sage of the Medicare Bill in July and urged the hospital to notify its physicians, the local 

medical society, suppliers, and other stake holders to "get ready".  The hospital put this 

anticipatory plan into effect on July 1. 

 

What we did not fully appreciate in June was how many thousands of elderly and poor 

residents of the surrounding communities were waiting: waiting for their Medicare and 

Medicaid entitlements to become vehicles for receiving medical care.  The halls and 

parking lot were nearly empty when I took my 4th of July three-day break. When I re-

turned to the hospital on July 6 it was a new world.  The parking lot had a big tent for 

patient registration.  The halls were stuffed with beds and all the rooms were full.  We 

faced a shortage of staff, supplies, and space as these patients who were not insured 

before July 1 suddenly brought their medical problems to the door.  It was an experience 

I will never forget.  The importance of insurance coverage for patients in need was crys-

tal clear.  It still is. 

 

Medicare did much more than just offer insurance to the elderly and selected groups 

with disabilities: it offered resources to turn community hospitals into teaching hospitals.  

Hundreds of hospitals began offering residency training to new physicians with their sal-

aries covered by Medicare.   

 

Hospitals needed to quickly convert space into patient care rooms.  Nationally, hospital-

based nursing schools moved to local colleges and universities; the teaching spaces in 

hospitals became medical wards, laboratories, and medical supply rooms. These moves 

increased the capacity of local hospitals to take on the flood of new patients. Nursing 

became a profession, not just an occupation that women participated in prior to preg-

nancy and marriage.  Nursing schools at academic centers evolved into degree-producing 

programs leading to bachelor’s, master’s, and ultimately doctoral degrees.  With higher 

education and improved rigor in training, nurses demanded and received better compen-

sation.   

Continued next page 

 

My Voice Guest Columnist 
Series 

This installment of How Can You Fix 

It...Broke?, “Big Medicine & Big Expecta-

tions”,  is the fourth of five articles that 

Richard Douglass, ICDP member, is 

writing about the lack of access to 

healthcare in our community. 
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Your Feedback is  Valued!  

Please join the conversation by          

submitting your response to “Why Are 

You a  Democrat?”, “You Might Be a 

Democrat If…” , “My Voice”, letter to the 

Beacon editor, or any other topic you’d 

like to  address for  publication in next 

month’s newsletter.  Submissions should 

be 400 words or less. Email  Gloria Brooks 

at gloriadbrooks@att.net by the 1st of 

the month. 

Big Medicine and Big Expectations  Cont’d  
 

Medicare resources made it possible because nursing salaries could be rolled into the 

daily cost of care in a hospital serving Medicare patients.  Hospitals redefined the com-

ponents and cost of hospitalization.  Before Medicare, hospitals covered institutional 

overhead costs through charities, gifts, and direct governmental support. The cost of 

pre-Medicare services was modest compared to the sea-change that was set in motion 

in July 1965.  Medicare encouraged hospitals to include the physical plant, mainte-

nance, food service, and laundry service costs, amongst other operational and adminis-

trative expenses, within the computation of daily charges.  Suddenly, hospitals were 

directly compensated far beyond pre-Medicare levels for every day a Medicare patient 

was in a bed.  Medicare even paid for autopsies. 

 

Hospital administrators quickly realized that keeping a hospital 100% occupied was a 

significant way to increase institutional revenue.  Private insurance companies quickly 

accepted the same fee schedules because their Medicare-covered customers were 

covered by Medicare for most of the costs. Medicare became first payer for people 

covered by Medicare and private insurance like Blue Cross & Blue Shield. This situation 

provided Big Money in places where such levels of compensation were never seen be-

fore. Any illusion about the U.S. health care system being other than a publicly fi-

nanced industry became mythical within months of Medicare and Medicaid going into 

effect in 1965. We have a hospital system that is largely composed of private institu-

tions that are mostly financed by tax revenues through Medicare and Medicaid.  It is 

even truer today than it was 56 years ago. 

 

Medicare set a fee-scale that permitted hospitals and physicians to set the price of 

services if prices were judged to be "fair and reasonable."  These prices were pub-

lished, and it didn't take long for regional hospital finance officers to find out if they 

were under-charging for specific services and then adjust their prices accordingly.  This 

led to persistent medical care cost inflation within the hospital sector. Also, admitting 

physicians (those with patient admitting privileges in a hospital) determined the length 

of stay and could admit a Medicare patient "for observation" prior to any diagnosis or 

treatment plan.  Such "observation" patients could remain in a hospital for days or 

even weeks without any clear diagnosis or medical intervention except tests and exam-

inations.  

 

In one hospital I am familiar with there was always full status during the World Series 

in the fall.  I remember a six-bed ward in a Chicago hospital during the World Series 

with six men, admitted for observation by their family physicians, who spent their days 

watching the hospital-provided color TVs that they did not have at home. They were all 

discharged after the World Series was over and the hospital was paid by Medicare for 

the week for all six beds.  Today we would call this a ‘medi-vacation’ with taxpayers 

unfortunately covering the bill.  

 

Continued next page 
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How Can You Fix It...Part 4—Continued  
 

An increasing number of physicians became specialists immediately after graduating 

from medical schools since residency training were now widely available.  Physicians 

could spend their careers paying attention to an increasingly narrower piece of the medi-

cal pie, increase their incomes, and be better able to contend with the vastly increasing 

medical research literature.  The quality of medical care, competency and education all 

improved. There were suddenly far fewer General Practitioners (GPs), a situation we still 

face today.  Hospitals that hosted residency training programs not only had Medicare 

paying the salaries of attending physicians (because they were in residency training pro-

grams), but also could increase the hospital's charges for day rates of patient care to 

cover the increased hospital expenses to host medical faculty and teaching resources.  

Most hospitals of any size sought ways to become teaching hospitals because it paid big 

dividends. 

 

Hospital-based residency training programs differ from academic graduate schools, 

whose sole purpose was for disciplines that were not practice-based.  Once a resident, 

young medical graduate students received salaries funded by Medicare. The financial 

status of these young physicians dramatically increased.  This situation balanced the gen-

eral lack of scholarship support for medical education in the United States, and the debt 

incurred by most medical students who pursued the MD designation. The United States 

is the only major industrial power that does not cover most medical, nursing, pharmacy, 

or allied health tuition at universities.  We stand alone in producing young health care 

professionals who are burdened by tuition debt.   

 

Fee-for-service schedules and vastly increased hospitalizations made it impractical and 

financially obsolete for physicians to continue making house calls.  A community doctor 

could see ten patients in one visit to the hospital in the time it would take to travel and 

see one patient at their home. Each visit to a hospitalized patient became a billable ser-

vice under Medicare. House calls largely vanished from medical practice. This practice 

change created a negative consequence, however: physicians' knowledge about life-

styles, home situations, environmental and household risk factors was gone.  This infor-

mation often went unspoken unless the patient brought up such issues at the clinic or in 

a hospital room.  The medical community still does not know enough about living situa-

tions to understand such things for high-risk people and, therefore, does little to prevent 

problems based on poor nutrition, falls, burns, a patient's lack of understanding about 

how to take prescription medications, and similar issues.   

 

The economics of medicine became a more potent driving force in how physicians com-

municated with patients than before big money came into the equation.  Physicians 

greatly increased the number of patients seen in a week, however, creating a tradeoff in 

volume vs. communication.  This was just one of many more tradeoffs in the years to 

come.  

Continued next page 
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Big Medicine and Big Expectations  Cont’d  
 

Hill-Burton and Medicare combine to dominate the emerging US medical care system: 

Rising expectations, increasing infrastructures, and unrecognized medical care inflation 

 

When Medicare (and Medicaid) suddenly increased demand for hospital-based medi-

cal care, medical institutions and communities realized that the capacity to address 

such increased demand was vastly inadequate.  Public insurance programs pushed 

demand and the response was a flood of Hill-Burton applications for new hospitals, 

increased capacity, renovation, and other kinds of growth by the hospitals. Members 

of Congress had a field day endorsing these efforts which brought new federal invest-

ments into their Congressional Districts. New construction, as evidenced by corner-

stones of thousands of hospitals, became the hallmark of cities throughout the United 

States.  Public tax money, via Hill-Burton, poured into communities to contend with 

demand for medical care stimulated by public reimbursement via Medicare and Medi-

caid.  It was not recognized or defined as a problem because it clearly demonstrated 

pent up demand for services by millions of people who needed care before Medicare 

and Medicaid but could not afford to pay for it and did not have private insurance.  In 

fact, the populations left out during the rise of private, employer-based health insur-

ance of the 1950s included most of the highest risk groups of the population for medi-

cal care – the poor and the elderly.  Epidemiological determinants, aging, social factors 

associated with medical risks and the influx of big money redefined what hospitals and 

physicians did and how they were compensated.   

 

No longer to be characterized as a "mom and pop" operation, medical care and hospi-

tals in the United States became different kinds of institutions in our society.  Scientific 

discoveries, especially in medical science, were regularly featured on the front pages of 

newspapers and the TV evening news. This was a time in our society that the United 

States was a magnet for students and scholars from around the world. Universities 

were filled with eager minds who competed for discoveries, fame, and fortune through 

medical science.  Our medical scientists, the unprecedented enrollment of Baby Boom-

ers into colleges and universities, and the members of The Greatest Generation who 

were now senior scientists and university professors, generated more science, discov-

ery, and breakthroughs in less time than in any previous moment in history.  Open 

heart surgery, life support systems, new therapeutic methods, and diagnostic technol-

ogies became regular news.  Public attention was riveted to medical genius and scien-

tific heroes.  The public opinion status of medical science and medical professions 

surged as never before because discoveries in medical science actually worked. We 

began to see reductions in mortality by heart disease and many other conditions.  Each 

new "good news day" in medicine increased expectations by the public and increased 

demand for services.  Hill-Burton financing and Medicare were able, willing, and ready 

to respond, and these public financing sources vastly increased the capacity for medi-

cine and hospitals.  It was a golden moment. Medicare become the new financial bed-

rock of modern medicine and hospital care in the U.S.  - Richard Douglass 

We Love Photos! 

If you participate in a ICDP-related activi-

ty and have pictures to share, please 

send them to The Beacon by the 1st of 

the month for inclusion in the next edi-

tion! 



Upcoming Meetings &  
Important Dates 

JUNE 

17: Brew & Stew  

5—7 pm 

Sand Lake Sports Bar, National 

City 

27: Adopt A Forest 

2—4 pm 

 

JULY 

6: Monthly General  

Membership Meeting  

East Tawas City Park 

407 W. Bay Street 

5:30—7 pm 

15: Brew & Stew  

4—5:30 pm  

17: Adopt A Highway 

10 am—12 noon 

 

AUGUST 

3: Monthly General  

Membership Meeting  

5:30—7 pm location to be       

determined 

19: Brew & Stew  

5—7 pm location to be       

determined 

21: Adopt A Forest 

10 am—12 noon  

10 

Communications —         Cindy Schwedler & Sue Duncan 

 

 

 
 

Campaign Committee— Jim Mortimer 

A group of County Democratic Parties in the 106th Representative District has completed 

research to determine how some selected Michigan counties increased the Democratic 

voter turnout in the 2020 election.  Twelve counties with voter share increases from 

5.4% to 9.5% in the 2020 election, compared with 2016 election, participated in the sur-

vey. Many of the counties are implementing similar strategies that have a powerful im-

pact. Here are the activities for consideration: 

1. Bottoms Up campaign to have a Democrat for every seat on the ballot 

2. Yard Signs 

3. Phone Banks 

4. Literature Drops at Residents’ Doors 

5. Party Office Visibility  

6. Increasing Membership 

7. Other strategies including advertising, voter’s guides, and precinct organizing 

Here are the top five counties that experienced voter share increases, In order of voter 

share percentage points increase: 

Grand Traverse County   9.5% www.grandtraversedems.com/  

Kent County  9.2% www.kentdems.us 

Ottawa County  9.0% www.ottawadems.com  

Leelanau County  8.4% https://leelanaudemocrats.org/  

Emmett County  8.2% www.emmetdemocrats.org  

The Campaign Committee plans to engage ICDP members to prioritize and implement 

these strategies to help turn Michigan blue across the map in the 2022 election. Please 

contact Jim Mortimer, Campaign Committee Chair, to get involved.  

Viewpoint on WJKC Radio ICDP Member Date 

Line 5 Bob Kennedy May 10 

Patriotic, voting Richard Douglass May 17 

Patriotic, American Citizenship Cindy Schwedler May 31 

Newspaper LTEs  ICDP Writers Date 

Proposed voter suppression laws  Betty Fahselt;  May 5 

Proposed voter suppression laws  Gloria Brooks May 5 

Personal responsibility for Covid-19 
safety  

Cindy Schwedler May 5 

Line 5 Jim Mortimer &  
Bob Kennedy 

May 12 

Event Coverage Date 

Adopt A Forest Large photo and caption May 10 

Adopt A Highway Large photo and caption May 17 

ICDP Committee Roundup 

http://www.grandtraversedems.com/
http://www.kentdems.us
http://www.ottawadems.com
https://leelanaudemocrats.org/
http://www.emmetdemocrats.org
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ICDP Leadership 

Please feel free to contact an Executive 

Board member with any ideas, questions or 

information that would help in the work of 

the party. 

ICDP Executive Board Members & Com-

mittee Chairs 

Carole Bleau – Chair; Chair, Bylaws; Co-

Chair, Events & Service Committee 

bleausy@gmail.com 

Józef Drozdowski – Vice Chair 

drozdow@gmail.com 

Laurie Miles – Secretary; Chair, Member 

Recruitment & Retention Committee 

lauriejmiles@yahoo.com 

Tom Davidson – Treasurer 

coffcreek@yahoo.com 

Kathleen Davidson – Trustee 

ekathleen_davidson@yahoo.com 

Jim Mortimer – Trustee; Chair, Campaign 

and Environmental Committees 

j.mortimer@earthlink.net 

Cindy Schwedler – Trustee; Co-Chair, Com-

munications Committee 

ccschwedler@gmail.com 

Sue Duncan—Co-Chair, Communications; 

Community Action Committees 

susanduncan12951@gmail.com  

Susan Mayer—Co-Chair, Community Action 

Committee 

susanmayer1109@gmail.com  

Duane Breijak—Chair, Digital Organizing 

Committee 

dbreijak@gmail.com  

Monica Peach—Co-Chair, Events & Service 

Committee 

mluzpeach@gmail.com 

 

ICDP Committee Roundup Cont’d 

Environmental Committee—Jim Mortimer 

Campaign for Shutting Down Line 5 Takes a Turn 

The State of Michigan revoked Enbridge’s easement to run the pipelines through the 

Straits of Mackinac on May 12.  Enbridge has chosen to ignore this legal action.  On 

May 13, several Native American tribes and conservation groups came together in 

Mackinaw City for a protest march and demonstration at the site of Enbridge’s pump-

ing station on the Straits shoreline.  Over 300 people joined the march, including five 

members from the Iosco and Alcona Democratic parties (see photos on the back cover 

of The Beacon). The group followed a procession of Native Americans in full tribal 

dress to the pumping station gates.  After some brief comments from tribal leaders 

and Oil and Water Don’t Mix, an eviction notice was clipped to the high fence at the 

entrance to the pumping station. Now the future of Line 5 is in the courts as Federal 

judges determine whether this is their case to decide or if it should be tried in Michi-

gan.  Enbridge will continue to pump crude oil from Alberta through the UP, the Straits 

and the lower peninsula to Sarnia, Ontario refineries at our risk.  Michiganders in 

counties on the Lake Huron and Michigan shores will suffer the most if Line 5 fails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thanks to Member Volunteers for the Freedom 
to Vote Project  
 

Thanks to nearly a dozen ICDP members, we successfully reached out to voters in 

Iosco County through calls and literature drops through Voters Not Politicians’ 

Freedom to Vote voter suppression project.  Our Senator, Jim Stamas, is one of the 

leading supporters of this political attack on Michigan voters rights.  Voters Not 

Politicians is a non-partisan group who led the petition campaign for a constitutional 

improvement of voters’ rights that won in 2018. Keep up your efforts to pressure our 

legislators to vote “no” on the 39 bills.  Some have already been passed.  We appreci-

ate VNP’s efforts statewide to stop this activity and are glad ICDP was able to assist in 

the efforts.  

  

Gloria Brooks, Editor & Jim Mortimer, Campaign Committee Chair 
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Ads 

Here’s the IDCP ad in the June edition 

of the monthly What’s Happenin’ 

newspaper in Iosco County.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not on a Committee Yet? 

Now’s the time to get involved in ICDP 

Committee activities.  Take a look at 

the ICDP Leadership & Committee List 

on Page 9, and reach out to a Chair or 

Co-Chair in an area you are interested 

in.  It’s a great way to see the ICDP 

values in action and contribute to our 

community! 

ICDP in the Media 



Don’t Waste Time – Report Hazardous Spills 
Immediately 
 

One of our ICDP members, Chris Zimmel, had an experience she hopes doesn’t 

repeat a few weeks ago.  Someone noticed a strong smell of fuel oil while visiting 

the Singing Bridge public access at Turner Rd and US 23. That person called 911 

and there was a post on “The Original I Love Tawas” Facebook page. Chris and 

her neighbor travelled up and down Turner Rd looking for anything obvious or 

anybody in authority but didn't see anyone.  They also called 911 and were told 

that the "appropriate parties" had been notified but wouldn't provide any de-

tails. Chris sprang into action and started making inquiries.  She started with the 

Environment, Great Lakes & Energy (EGLE) emergency response line whose rep-

resentative said a call had been received and that the spill was in the Au Gres 

River. Chris shared that the east branch of the Au Gres River dumps into a 

manmade ditch called Ray Drain that empties into the lake at the Singing Bridge. 

Chris then called the Coast Guard and was told her concern would be escalat-

ed. She then called WNEM and sent the information to the Iosco County News 

Herald, hoping they would report on the concern and find additional infor-

mation.   

 

A couple days later she went to the public access park and saw that nothing had 

changed.  She took some video (click this link to view on YouTube) of the fuel 

oil. She called EGLE again and left a message and sent a follow up email to the 

field agent. Chris persisted and posted the EGLE number on Facebook in the 

hopes that more voices would help amplify the concern.  She called EGLE back 

again and this time spoke to the field agent's supervisor.  He said that multiple 

calls had been received,  all of which had a different incident number so there 

was a lot of confusion.  He said that they had deployed booms to contain the 

leak but were still looking for the source. Following that conversation, someone 

posted a picture on Facebook of the booms that had been put across the spill. 

 

The EGLE Supervisor did return a call to Chris to say that they think they found 

where the spill was entering the river, from a tile drain, and a second boom had 

been deployed.  However, the actual source remains a mystery.  Three days after 

the initial discovery, Chris heard back from the field agent who said that EGLE 

was turning this concern over to the remediation team for follow up.  The field 

agent stated the investigation could take a while but, in the meantime, the two 

booms will remain and would be monitored by the local fire department. 

 

As told to Gloria Brooks and Jim Mortimer by Chris Zimmel 13 

In The Know? 

See something going on in our commu-

nity and want others to know about it? 

Send an article and/or photos of the 

situation to The Beacon by the 1st of 

the month. We look forward to your 

voice being heard! 

“Don’t assume anything and keep calling until you get someone's attention and then keep calling 
back for updates.  Keep working until you get some answers. Make noise - one voice is easy to over-
look, many voices get attention.” - Chris Zimmel 

https://youtu.be/d7UFDTbukhU


 

PO Box 727 

Tawas City, MI 48764 

 

About Us 

The Iosco County Democratic 

Party is a group of passionate 

Iosco County   Democrats who 

are working together to change 

our country's leadership 

throughout the Michigan legis-

lature and in Washington DC.  

We believe in truth, justice, 

and the American way.  

www.ioscocountydems.org  

ICDP Newsletter 

Gloria Brooks, Editor                         

Jim Mortimer, Associate Editor 

Special thanks to our proofreaders: 

Carole Bleau, Michael Brooks, & 

Patsy Mortimer 

Publishing Schedule 

Articles due: 

1st Tuesday of each month 

Publication Date: 

1st Friday after the 1st Tuesday of 

each month 

Submit articles for future editions 

to: gloriadbrooks@att.net 14 

ICDP Members Active in Line 5 Demonstration 

Protect our Great Lakes! Enbridge continues to violate the laws of Michigan. A few north-

east Michigan citizens were among about three hundred enthusiastic demonstrators at 

Mackinaw City on May 13, 2021 to participate in delivering an eviction notice to the Canadi-

an owned oil and gas company, Enbridge.  The peaceful gathering featured a number of rep-

resentative Indigenous peoples’ tribes, nature conservationists, activists and concerned citi-

zens of all ages. Left to right: Bob Kennedy, Larry VanWagoner, Margy Kutzera, Sue Duncan, 

and Jim Mortimer. 


