
Inside this issue 

Pride Month LTE……...………….……………………..2 

FLOTUS at Covid Clinic……..………………………...3 

ICDP on Social Media .................. ……………….3 

ARP funds in Iosco County ………………………...4  

106th District Updates ……………………………...4 

Why I’m a Democrat…………………………………..5 

Rural Health Project …………………………………..5 

Upcoming Brew & Stew Topic.…………………...5 

Healthcare Access Series………………………6—9 

Important Mtgs/Dates…………...…………………10 

Kids Craft Event ……………………………………….10 

Committee Roundup…….…………………..10—11 

ICDP Leadership Contact List.……………………11 

ICDP Volunteer Profile…..………………………...12 

Mask Politics ……………………………………………13 

POTUS in Michigan ..…………………...…………..13 

Adopt-A-Forest Photos ……....……...…………..14 

July Membership Meeting Photos………..…..14 

July 2021 
Issue #23 

The Beacon 

Newsletter 

Reminder: Redistricting Public Testimony 
The MDP is urging Democrats to make public testimony about redistricting at https://

www.michigan-mapping.org. You will also find a short video clip “Intro to Redistricting at  

https://youtu.be/FWfGrEQehUk. People who have submitted public testimony can be 

seen on the site. The nonpartisan Redistricting Committee has agreed to start the pro-

cess over with all new maps. Let your voice be heard! Visit Michigan-mapping.org today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update: Voter Suppression Bills in the Michigan 
Senate 
Three voter suppression bills have passed the Michigan Senate as of June 30: 

• SB 285-Absentee Voters must submit a color copy of their ID 

• SB 303 Eliminates the option of voters signing an affidavit affirming their identity 

without presenting an ID, to vote normally at the polls. 

• SB 305 If a voter does not have ID, the provisional ballot will only be counted if the 

person goes to their SOS within 6 days.  

We appreciate ICDP members who have participated in contacting Sen. Jim Stamas’ 

office to oppose these bills.  Project 83 organizers are looking for volunteers to partici-

pate in  Weekends of Action throughout the summer and fall. Project 83 will coordinate 

phone banks to call strong Dems to encourage them to make voter suppression calls to 

Senator Stamas.  Please contact Jaime Brants at jbrants@michigandems.com if you can 

volunteer. 

 

Carole Bleau, ICDP Chair 

https://www.michigan-mapping.org/
https://www.michigan-mapping.org/
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ICDP Member featured in LTE for Pride Month 
 

“And as we officially wrap up Pride month I was excited to see my letter to the editor picked 

up in the Iosco County News-Herald today (June 30). Representation is important. Visibility is 

important. Queer people are all over, but often times it feels isolating in rural areas. Can any-

one else relate? Personally, it feels very strange (and empowering) to be at a point where I 

can be so publicly out in a place that has such meaning to me. There is still so much work to 

do, but I am thankful for my own journey and those that have continued to love and accept 

me along the way.”   

 

Duane Breijak 

June is Pride Month 

In last month’s Beacon, we encour-

aged ICDP members to share their 

thoughts about Pride Month.  Duane 

Breijak did just that and submitted a 

Letter to the Editor  to the Iosco Coun-

ty News-Herald.  We have reprinted it 

here in its entirety.  

Thanks, Duane, for your courage and 

willingness to share your experiences. 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

 



FLOTUS Comforts Teen during Covid                
Vaccination 
 

This photo of Dr. Jill Biden comforting a teenager in Mississippi on June 22nd during a 

vaccination event has reminded our county what it’s like to have a compassionate, 

caring First Lady.   

 

As reported in the Daily Kos, Dr. Biden has been visiting states in the Deep South that 

have very low vaccination rates, like Mississippi.  She has personally made the case to 

the public to get the Covid-19 vaccinations. During this clinic, she witnessed a young 

man who was nervous about getting the shot.  She reached out to hold his hand while 

at the same time blocking his view of the needle to help reduce his anxiety.  The shot 

was quickly given, and the crowd joined Dr. Biden in a round of applause for this 

teen’s courage.  

 

Thanks, Dr. Biden, for your amazing sense of community and caring towards all Amer-

icans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Kate Bennett, Daily Kos 

 

Submitted by Charles Corcoran  

 

ICDP is on Social Media! 

Direct links to our pages:  

Facebook 

Public page: 

www.facebook.com/IoscoCountyDems  

Private ICDP Facebook Group:   

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/513749385704570/  

Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/IoscoCountyDems   

Instagram:  

www.instagram.com/ioscocountydems 

On the web: 

www.ioscocountydems.org  

 
Please contact Duane Breijak at     

dbreijak@gmail.com if you have any 

questions or additions to our social 

media presence.  
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106th District  
Newsletter 
Roundtable 

The Roundtable meets most 

months on the second 

Wednesday via Zoom to dis-

cuss and coordinate infor-

mation and messaging to our 

respective counties.  

Attendees are from: 

Alpena 

Alcona 

Cheboygan 

Iosco 

Presque Ile 
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American Rescue Plan Grants for                   

Iosco County 

This poster was created by Marie Fielder of the Alpena County Democratic Party and member 

of the 106th District Newsletter Roundtable group.  Thanks, Marie, for your creativity! 

 

ICDP has learned that the Iosco County Board of Commissioners has appointed a pri-

vate commission without public input or representation to decide on how the Ameri-

can Rescue Plan money will be spent in the county. ICDP is seeking to publicize this 

situation and host a bipartisan Town Hall community event the week of July 25 to get 

public input about the Commissioners’ plans.  Monitor your email for additional infor-

mation about this important situation and event. 

 
106th District Updates 
• Cheboygan Board of Commissioners has requested a recount of the 2020 elec-

tions and want to see if there is a modem in the county’s voting machines com-

municating with Germany and Taiwan.  The request was approved. 

• FYI: The Action Network (Actionnetwork.org) is an open platform that empowers 

individuals and groups to organize for progressive causes. It can be set up for the 

County Commissioners to receive all of the emails. We are looking into the possi-

bility of utilizing this platform in Iosco County. If you are interested in helping 

coordinate our involvement with The Action Network, please contact Carole 

Bleau. 

 

Carole Bleau, Chair 

http://actionnetwork.org/
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Upcoming Event 

THURSDAY JULY 15, 2021 

NEW TIME 

5:30—7:30 PM 

SPEAKER:  

JAIME BRANTS,  PROJECT 83   

ORGANIZER 

MICHIGAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

CANDIDATE RECRUITMENT 

STRATEGIES 

Hear the latest from the state 

party on how local parties can 

focus on identifying and recruiting 

strong Democratic candidates to 

run for all open seats 

 

Sand Lake Sports Bar                                 

3949 Saginaw Street                                

National City MI 

 

CASH ONLY 

Why I’m a Democrat 
 

While The Beacon hasn’t had any submissions for this series recently, there’s been some 

interesting memes posted on the ICDP Facebook page that seem to articulate why we 

are Democrats. Feel free to submit your own thoughts to The Beacon by August ! For 

publication in next month’s edition. 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posted by Dennis Provost 

 

Rural Health Project scheduled for August 
 

Earlier this year, Jim Mortimer and Richard Douglass initiated a project to address rural 

healthcare access in Northeast Michigan. After months of planning, it has been deter-

mined that Mid-Michigan Medical Center in Alpena will host an event in August 2021 

regarding this important topic. State and local legislators, healthcare providers, non profit 

organizations, and the public will be invited. ICDP is tasked with providing the following 

data: 

• Primary care 

• Quality of care  

• Accessibility of care 

• Transportation system 

Contact Jim Mortimer if you are interested in helping with this project, and look for addi-

tional information in the August edition of The Beacon. 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 
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How Can You Fix It if You Don't Know How It Got 
Broke? Part 5—Richard Douglass 
 

The name "Medicare" originally referred to a program that provided medical care for 

families of military personnel as part of the 1956 Dependents' Medical Care Act. This 

legislation, championed by President Eisenhower, was an extension of the impact of 

WWII observations of the availability of health care services in Europe.  Eisenhower rec-

ognized that the families of military personnel lacked the health insurance benefits of 

the rise of private health insurance during his first term in office. Also, Eisenhower's 

commitment to the aging population was reflected in his creation of the first national 

Conference on Aging in January 1961. The conference proposed a health care program 

for social security beneficiaries. At the same time, the new field of gerontology was born 

as not just an academic interest, but a potent political force. It is important to give cred-

it, and recognize the irony, to an iconic Republican president who literally led the way to 

Medicare and federal policy consideration of the elderly while the majority of his party 

remained opposed to expanded federal health insurance programs for aging Americans. 

 

Kennedy's election, with Democratic control of the House and the Senate, offered a 

splendid opportunity for moving forward on longstanding health care initiatives.  Com-

pared to the debate and passage of Medicare, the political process that led to Medicaid 

was a much more tenuous and contentious process.  Most of the Washington establish-

ment understood that the elderly population is a predictable, growing political force.  

Medical breakthroughs, beginning with antibiotics, made longer lives more likely than 

ever before and everyone expected that medical science progress would continue to 

extend length of life.  Passing Medicare made sense to those who counted votes. 

 

The poor, as recognized in 1960, meant populations with lower levels of education, high-

er likelihood of minority group demographics, little political clout, lower levels of both 

unionization and electoral participation.  Without clarifying that many of these negative 

perceptions were actually the consequences of White political activity that made educa-

tion, employment, housing, and election participation more difficult for minority groups, 

at a superficial level the poor did not represent a political asset.  The enthusiasm for a 

major extension of federal health insurance for the poor was weak in both Republican 

and Democratic parties.  Many Southern Democrats were just as likely to endorse segre-

gation of education, health care, and efforts to suppress voting access as Republicans are 

today.  There was no White House Conference on Poverty yet. However, a health insur-

ance program for the poor was part of the Democratic platform of 1960. 

 

The plight of the poor regarding health care made it clear to hospital administrators and 

community-based physicians that moral and ethical requirements to treat and tend to 

the poor were accompanied by the risks of medical indigence and bad debt.  All hospitals 

are obligated, at least at the emergency level, to treat those who are presented for care, 

regardless of ability to pay.   

 

Continued next page 

My Voice Guest Columnist 
Series 

This installment of How Can You Fix 

It...Broke?, “The Impossible Dream of 

Medicaid”,  is the fifth of six articles that 

Richard Douglass, ICDP member, is 

writing about the lack of access to 

healthcare in our community. 

Previously, the impact of Med-

icare on the health care sys-

tems of the U.S. was dis-

cussed.  Above everything 

else, Medicare introduced the 

financial resources for unprec-

edented growth and influence 

of the health care sector in 

our nation.  
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Your Feedback is  Valued!  

Please join the conversation by          

submitting your response to “Why Are 

You a  Democrat?”, “You Might Be a 

Democrat If…” , “My Voice”, letter to the 

Beacon editor, or any other topic you’d 

like to  address for  publication in next 

month’s newsletter.  Submissions should 

be 400 words or less. Email  Gloria Brooks 

at gloriadbrooks@att.net by the 1st of 

the month. 

The Impossible Dream of Medicaid Cont’d  
 

With the explosive growth of medical resources and infrastructure, it was becoming 

apparent that the poor would undoubtedly seek care in the same resource-rich envi-

ronments as the insured.  The dilemma was solved with the invention of a new medical 

insurance program for the poor.  But who should pay?  How could different regional 

attitudes toward the poor, inclusive of all minorities, be best represented in a big fed-

eral program?  

 

At the same time, a growing political movement was being born.  The States’ Rights 

movement was a challenge to expanding federalism and singular control by federal 

bureaucracies.  It resembled a less virulent, combative form of today’s right wing of 

the "Post Trump" Republican Party. While Washington was anxious to create a major 

federal program for the aging, the leaders within the Beltway were not excited about 

providing for the poor; compromise was the political answer.  If it was possible to split 

the cost of a federal insurance program for the poor with the states, then it might ap-

peal to the States’ Rights movement.  The effort included a goal to create a federal 

match to the amount a state legislature was willing to pay for their own poor and then 

give administrative control to the states.  Just to make it palatable to the States' Rights 

advocates, it was accomplished in the name of ensuring state level autonomy for taxa-

tion and spending for its poor.  What an unfortunate compromise. 

 

Medicaid was never popular in Washington, but it was wildly popular in some states.  

States such as Michigan, Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa, New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio 

(states with large, unionized labor forces), exhibited a more liberal and generous pos-

ture toward the poor that was part of the political dialogue.  After Medicaid was creat-

ed and implemented in 1965, state governments were compelled to organize, staff, 

train, and finance administrative structures to manage the new government insurance 

program for the poor. Such an expansion would include substantial growth of the 

state's civil service.  Among most states it would soon be clear that the Medicaid ad-

ministration, with civil servant staffing, would become one of the largest administra-

tive units of state government, including the state's budget.  Over time Medicaid taxing 

and administration would become dominant components of state government with 

thousands of civil service staff positions and legions of political lobbyists who compet-

ed for Medicaid dollars in every annual state budget debate cycle. Single-issue political 

lobbying over Medicaid budgets were even capable of delaying or preventing state 

budgets from being approved. Those states with unionized civil services were the most 

enthusiastic about Medicaid.  Initially, about half the money was from state taxes and 

half from federal taxes. Those states with more entrepreneurial and sophisticated leg-

islatures saw the program as a way to split the cost of care "with the Feds" and even 

get a bigger than equitable share of Federal resources raised by Federal taxes in other 

states. 

 

Continued next page 
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How Can You Fix It...Part 5—Continued  
 

In contrast, in the Deep South and Southwest states, attitudes toward the poor was 

much less generous and even hostile to the minority poor. Arizona refused to participate 

at all. The evolving civil rights movement, school busing, and enforced segregation of 

many hospitals, were all political lightning rods in Southern states and there was little 

interest or enthusiasm to increasing the place of Federal programs or Federal resources 

in general. The development and growth of government structures to significantly in-

crease health care access to the poor was far less than in more liberal northern states.   

 

These regional contrasts led to important distinctions among the state level Medicaid 

programs that evolved.  With fifty states, plus Washington DC and Puerto Rico, there are 

52 different and autonomous Medicaid government institutions.  Each of these 52 sets 

the rules for its own poor to seek, receive, and benefit from Medicaid-financed services.  

Everything from eligibility, services, to availability of providers willing to offer care for 

Medicaid-insured patients all had 52 definitions. General Federal guidelines were not 

always compelling or required by the states. Services available in one state might not be 

available in another.  Medicaid reimbursement for a specific medical service in one state 

was (and still is) not necessarily comparable to reimbursement for the same service in 

another state. The obligation of providers to accept Medicaid patients in one state could 

not be assumed to be equivalent in other states. Medicaid coverage was not transporta-

ble except for life-threatening care in an emergency room.   

 

Medicare has no regional distinctions in eligibility, administration, menus of service, or 

regulation.  A singular, centralized Medicare program is vastly more efficient and equita-

ble throughout the U.S. than a diffuse Medicaid program with hundreds, if not thou-

sands, of state-state distinctions in all important areas. Medicare is, of course, the sym-

bolic target of those opposed to "socialized medicine" which is nothing more than a buzz 

phrase to suggest communism and government over-reach. But unlike Medicaid, Medi-

care is uniform for all eligible recipients and entirely transportable throughout the Unit-

ed States. 

 

Most significant from a national perspective, the administrative cost to deliver Medicaid 

programs was vastly more expensive than the Medicare program that served the nation 

from a central administrative authority.  Medicaid is not 52 times more expensive than 

Medicare, but I am willing to bet that it is 30-35 times more expensive with generations 

of state level civil servants, retirees, and lobbying activity in 52 political units.  

 

Medicaid was passed as a political compromise and was doomed from the beginning 

because of its lack of uniformity.  Medicaid has always been dependent on the level of 

generosity for the poor and profoundly affected by state-level political activity.  Medi-

care was, within the Federal government structure, relatively free of the contentious 

political debates that plagued Medicaid from the beginning.  

 

Continued next page 
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The Impossible Dream of Medicaid Cont’d  
 

In 2008, the late Congressman John Dingell told me that although he always voted to 

support Medicaid, he did not like the program because of its lack of uniformity and the 

seriously more complicated politics that Medicaid stimulated. 

 

One of the most significant distinctions that directly affects all the essential compo-

nents of Medicaid is that from one budget year to the next, the federal government 

can accept debt while state governments cannot.  Being obligated to have balanced 

budgets, Medicaid programs operating as units of state government can simply run out 

of money within a budget year.  If demand increases more than anticipated for any 

reason and the established annual budget limits are exhausted, a state legislature 

must raise new money to continue providing services.  New resources only come from 

taxation and state legislatures are hesitant to do so. Raising taxes to care for the medi-

cal needs of the poor is not a winning political position in most state legislatures.  

 

Medical services are offered under the general rule of "gold standards of care".  Such 

standards are established by private accreditation and public licensing regulatory over-

sight authorities. If new medical technologies or drugs become available and offer im-

proved medical outcomes, then these new technologies (such as MRI and CT scanning) 

become gold standards and are expected by providers.  Similarly, new "improved" 

drugs come onto the medical marketplace and inevitably increase the costs associated 

with treatment.  The gold standards of care have been regularly impacted by new re-

search and development which drives medical care cost inflation. 

 

Medicare, a singular federal program, can accept increased costs driven by demand, 

technologies, or new drugs and procedures without a blink.  Medicaid programs, how-

ever, being regulated and limited by state level obligations for balanced annual budg-

ets, cannot simply take on new debt within a budget year.   New costs inevitably mean 

fewer services, restricted patient eligibility, and reduced reimbursement rates for pro-

viders.  Simply being poor is not enough any longer to earn Medicaid coverage, as any-

one who has recently applied for Medicaid can fully understand.  Care for dependent 

children, disability, chronic medical needs, and other factors now determine whom, 

among the poor, can enroll in Medicaid.  A poor, "able bodied" male with no depend-

ents, no home, few prospects, and few marketable skills need not apply for Medicaid 

today.  That same applicant would have been able to enroll in Medicaid in most states 

when the program was first introduced.  Eligibility has been eroded over time as state 

legislatures struggled to keep up with inflation and increased demand for services.  

Simultaneously the willingness of providers to offer care for Medicaid compensation 

has also been eroded and availability of care for Medicaid recipients has decreased. 

 

- Richard Douglass 

 

 

We Love Photos! 

If you participate in a ICDP-related activi-

ty and have pictures to share, please 

send them to The Beacon by the 1st of 

the month for inclusion in the next edi-

tion! 

Next month  

 
While Medicare began from a position 

of social and political optimism, antici-

pated growth and Congressional favor, 

Medicaid became a dumping ground 

for the care of people that govern-

ments at all levels have historically 

neglected.  The infirm, mentally ill, 

chronically unemployed, and "morally-

wayward" have always perplexed 

governments because there was little 

political payback for paying attention 

to them. Medicaid, as a convenient 

place to refer the medical care of such 

unwanted populations suffered almost 

immediately from the unhappy conflict 

of fixed (balanced) budgets and nearly 

unlimited growth of responsibility.   

I will explore more of the constraints 

and restraints that brought Medicaid 

to its knees during the last 50 years 

and why a new pathway must be 

found to provide medical care for the 

poor. Next month's contribution can 

be thought of as "Nightmare on Michi-

gan Avenue." 

Richard Douglass 



Upcoming Meetings &  
Important Dates 

JULY 

15: Brew & Stew  

5:30—7:00 pm  

Sand Lake Sports Bar 

17: Adopt-A-Highway 

10 am—12 noon 

18: Kids Craft Event 

11 am—4 pm East Bay Park Gaze-

bo, East Tawas 

AUGUST 

3: Monthly General  

Membership Meeting  

5:30—7 pm location to be       

determined 

19: Brew & Stew  

5:30—7 pm location to be       

determined 

21: Adopt A Forest 

10 am—12 noon  

SEPTEMBER 

7: Monthly General  

Membership Meeting  

5:30—7 pm location to be       

determined 

11: Adopt-A-Forest 

2—4 pm 

16: Brew & Stew  

5:30—7 pm location to be       

determined 

25: Fall Fundraising Event 

AuSable River Queen, 4—6 pm 
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Communications —         Cindy Schwedler & Sue Duncan 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s the IDCP ad in the July edition of the monthly What’s Happenin’ newspaper in 

Iosco County.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kids Crafts Event at East Bay Park Gazebo 
 

Betty Fahselt and Judy Goodman are graciously co-hosting fun Kids Painting Craft event 

on Sunday, July 18 from 11 am—4 pm at the East Bay Park Gazebo in East Tawas.  Chil-

dren are encouraged to drop by the park and make a fish-themed t-shirt.  Donations are 

accepted to participate but not required. The project will take each child about a half 

hour to complete.  If you want to help facilitate the event with Betty and Judy, just show 

up before 11 for instructions. Thanks, Betty & Judy for your time to create this event for 

Iosco County youth! 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 

ICDP Committee Roundup 
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ICDP Leadership 

Please feel free to contact an Executive 

Board member with any ideas, questions or 

information that would help in the work of 

the party. 

ICDP Executive Board Members & Com-

mittee Chairs 

Carole Bleau – Chair; Chair, Bylaws; Co-

Chair, Events & Service Committee 

bleausy@gmail.com 

Józef Drozdowski – Vice Chair 

drozdow@gmail.com 

Laurie Miles – Secretary; Chair, Member 

Recruitment & Retention Committee 

lauriejmiles@yahoo.com 

Tom Davidson – Treasurer 

coffcreek@yahoo.com 

Kathleen Davidson – Trustee 

ekathleen_davidson@yahoo.com 

Jim Mortimer – Trustee; Chair, Campaign 

and Environmental Committees 

j.mortimer@earthlink.net 

Cindy Schwedler – Trustee; Co-Chair, Com-

munications Committee 

ccschwedler@gmail.com 

Sue Duncan—Co-Chair, Communications; 

Community Action Committees 

susanduncan12951@gmail.com  

Susan Mayer—Co-Chair, Community Action 

Committee 

susanmayer1109@gmail.com  

Duane Breijak—Chair, Digital Organizing 

Committee 

dbreijak@gmail.com  

Monica Peach—Co-Chair, Events & Service 

Committee 

mluzpeach@gmail.com 

 

ICDP Committee Roundup Cont’d 

Events & Service —Carole Bleau & Monica Peach 

 

The June 27th Adopt-A-Forest project had 10 people volunteering to clean four 

illegal dump sites in Iosco County State Forest in the southern end of our county. 

We filled a 10 yard dumpster. Volunteers included Timone Mikko, Mary Wright, Bob 

and Jean Radin, Carole Bleau, Gary Dogonski, Jim Mortimer, Charlie Corcoran, Judy 

Goodman and Bill McKenzie. We plan to clean the northern end of our county for 

the August 21 and September 11 forest clean ups.  Please join us at one of these 

upcoming events: 

 

• Adopt-A-Forest: Saturday August 21, 10-noon 

• Adopt-A-Highway: Saturday, July 17, 10-noon 

• Adopt-A-Forest: Saturday, September 11, 2-4:00 

• Fall Fundraising Event: AuSable River Queen  

 Saturday, September 25, 4:00-6:00 

• Adopt-A-Highway: Saturday, October 2, 10-noon 

• Holiday Party: Saturday, December 11 @ The Buckhorn Inn 

 

See additional pictures of the Adopt-A-Forest activities on the                                                      

back page of The Beacon. 
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ICDP Volunteer Profile 

A few months ago, Jim Mortimer 

asked ICDP members if anyone was 

interested in joining the Develop Iosco 

board of directors as they sought to 

push the reset button for their organi-

zation.  I volunteered and have attend-

ed the previous three months’ of 

meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not on a Committee Yet? 

Now’s the time to get involved in ICDP 

Committee activities.  Take a look at 

the ICDP Leadership & Committee List 

on Page 11, and reach out to a Chair 

or Co-Chair in an area you are inter-

ested in.  It’s a great way to see the 

ICDP values in action and contribute 

to our community! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Develop Iosco has a long history – more than two decades – representing economic de-

velopment and small businesses in Iosco County.  However, in the past three years the 

organization has witnessed major changes.  If you visit their website as I did to gain ad-

ditional information, you’ll find that it has not been updated since 2018. First, the prima-

ry leader moved out of state for a new job in 2019.  A ‘shark-tank’ type of business 

event grant that received grant funding in 2019 was cancelled because another organi-

zation conducted a similar event.  Then the pandemic hit in 2020, and their founder died 

of Covid in early 2021.   

 

Terry Dutcher, a current DI board member and Iosco County Commissioner, has been 

working to bring new board members to the group.  When I said I’d be interested, Terry 

had me attend the May meeting and I was voted in at that time.  Currently, the 9-

member board is comprised of: 

• David Chandler, chair; local farmer, chair of Iosco County Republican Party 

• Clara Sherman, vice-chair, Business Solutions Professional/Apprenticeship Success 

Coordinator, MI Works Region 7-B 

• Dawn Stone, secretary, Dean of Workforce Development, Alpena Community     

College 

• Blinda Baker, treasurer, retired East Tawas City Manager 

• Michael Nunneley, Associate Regional Director, Michigan Small Business              

Development Center  

• Richard Castle, Community Affairs Manager for Northeast Michigan, Consumers 

Energy 

• Perry Roberts, retired IT sales executive, part-time resident of South Branch 

• Terry Dutcher, Farm Bureau insurance agent; Iosco County Board of Commissioners 

• Myself, retired nonprofit healthcare executive 

 

At this time, the board is reviewing the mission and goals of the organization.  There is 

no centralized economic development corporation for Iosco County, yet there are no 

less than 8 separate groups conducting economic development activities for disparate 

sections of the county.  Therefore, DI is considering being the convener as an economic 

development organization and coordinate the groups’ actions so there is a comprehen-

sive plan related to housing; business development; and connectivity access.  DI would 

also gather and share data and information to businesses and residents to promote 

awareness and education related to these three focus areas. I will periodically report 

back through the ICDP newsletter about DI’s future.  If you have any feedback you’d like 

the DI board to consider, please contact me at gloriadbrooks@att.net or 810-429-6727. 

 

Gloria Brooks, Editor 



Mask Politics and Impact to Northern      
Michigan Businesses 
 
In the June 6, 2021 edition of the New York Times, Pulitzer Prize winning journal-

ist Neil MacFarquhar wrote an article entitled: Sweet Cherries, Bitter Politics: Two 

Farm Stands and the Nation’s Divides.  MacFarquhar details the opposing views 

of mask requirements that have impacted Antrim County near Elk Rapids. He 

profiles two cherry farms, Friske Farm Market (who sued the state over mask 

mandates) and King Orchards (who supported mask mandates and was featured 

in a Biden commercial about the effects of climate change on farming, and was 

subsequently blocked from an appointment to the Michigan Cherry Committee).  

 

The story details how the county is divided similar to national divisions: support-

ers of the former president who continue to believe in the “Big Lie” and have 

taken their business to right-leaning companies; and supporters of Gov. Whitmer 

and her efforts to protect Michiganders from the pandemic with mask mandates 

and other preventative measures.  To read the full article, go to https://

www.nytimes.com/2021/06/06/us/michigan-masks-covid-farm-stands.html. 

 

Submitted by Charlie Corcoran 

 

 

President Biden talks with an employee at King Orchards during his July 3, 2021 visit to Northern Michigan 

MANDEL NGAN, AFP via Getty Images  

President Biden Visits Michigan 
 

King Orchards was also the location that President Joe Biden visited on Saturday, 

July 3, 2021 with Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, Sen. Gary Peters, and Sen. Debbie 

Stabenow to promote our country’s independence from the Covid-19 pandemic 

and talk about climate change.  

 

13 

In The Know? 

See something going on in our commu-

nity and want others to know about it? 

Send an article and/or photos of the 

situation to The Beacon by the 1st of 

the month. We look forward to your 

voice being heard! 

To see more images from President 

Biden’s visit as reported in the Detroit 

Free Press, scan this QR code: 



 

PO Box 727 

Tawas City, MI 48764 

 

About Us 

The Iosco County Democratic 

Party is a group of passionate 

Iosco County   Democrats who 

are working together to change 

our country's leadership 

throughout the Michigan legis-

lature and in Washington DC.  

We believe in truth, justice, 

and the American way.  

www.ioscocountydems.org  

ICDP Newsletter 

Gloria Brooks, Editor                         

Jim Mortimer, Associate Editor 

Special thanks to our proofreaders: 

Carole Bleau, Michael Brooks, & 

Patsy Mortimer 

Publishing Schedule 

Articles due: 

1st Tuesday of each month 

Publication Date: 

1st Friday after the 1st Tuesday of 

each month 

Submit articles for future editions 

to: gloriadbrooks@att.net 14 

ICDP Adopt-A-Forest Project 

These photos show the refuse that was removed and appropriately disposed of instead of 

littering local Iosco County forests on Saturday, June 27, 2021.  Thanks, ICDP volunteers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICDP holds first in-person General Membership 
meeting post-pandemic! 

 

Here are some photos from ICDP’s July 6, 2021 

 General Membership meeting.  It was in-

spiring to see people in person on a sunny, hot 

Michigan afternoon on the shores of 

Lake Huron. Plan to join us for next month’s 

meeting on Tuesday, August 3! 


